The Common Core State Standards Initiative and the two Assessments
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Michigan is a governing state in SBAC, and as such does not (and cannot) participate in PARCC (see below).  Some states are members of both (for now) which means they are not governing states (not involved in leading the work) for either consortia.  Those states will eventually have to choose one or the other.  Michigan made its decision up front to ensure it would have a key leadership role in the consortia of its choice.  SBAC is looking at Computer-Adaptive-Testing (CAT).  

· The consortia:
· SMARTER/Balanced
· 31 states
· 17 governing states
· CAT beginning in 2014-2015
· PARCC
· 26 states
· 11 governing states
· CBT beginning in 2014-15

SBAC's CAT approach will make decisions about what items to present to a student next based on the pattern of response they have given up to that point.  This has several potentially powerful implications:

1)  Each student will get a different test, so test security becomes much less of an issue;
2)  This, in turn, will allow a 12 week testing window at the end of the year;
3)  And this, in turn, will allow schools to get all of their students in front of computers given their existing computer labs (more or less).
4)  CAT allows for testing that can hone in on a student’s level of proficiency more accurately and more efficiently;
5)  Because of this, the tests will be able to measure student achievement over a much broader range, i.e., they will not just measure whether or not a student is proficient on particular grade level content, but will be able to determine what grade level of content a student is proficient on.  That's a big difference, and it's a big deal.  In particular, it is needed to support any chance of measuring "growth".
6)  Finally, because each student takes a (potentially) unique test, results will be returned within 48 hours.

Beyond these six key ideas, the SBAC group plans to also develop the ability to use the system for some level of interim assessment at the option (added cost probably) of the district.  Other features are planned as well.
 
Because both consortia are using computer/online delivery, they should be able to support new assessment item types, such as simulations that allow students to manipulate or measure things on the screen to investigate how something changes.
 
What SBAC hopes to accomplish is VERY ambitious, but if they are successful, it will be a giant step forward in terms of large-scale assessment of student learning.

http://www.k12.wa.us/smarter/default.aspx
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PARCC is looking at Computer-Based-Testing (CBT)
PARCC is the OTHER assessment consortium, not the one that Michigan is deeply involved in, which is SBAC (SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium).  SBAC and PARCC have very different approaches to the assessment of the CCSS and the systems they are developing to accomplish this.  This is not to say that the two consortia are not interacting in a variety of ways, but they are very different.

PARCC's CBT approach will make the assessments available to students via computers, presumably connected to the Internet, but the tests will be somewhat traditional, like state tests are now.  One of the problems they may have is the need to test students in a relatively narrow window due to test security concerns.  It will probably also be the case that results cannot be returned to schools until all students have been tested.  There is a lot more to what they are doing, but that's the part we know about right now.
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-content-frameworks
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